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racing until he
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‘Nadal's record will stand forever’

COLOGNE, Germany: Andy
Murray predicts Rafael Nadal's
record of 13 French Open titles
will never be beaten as the
British former world number one
looks to bounce back in Cologne
this week from his own Roland
Garros disappointment.

Murray, 33, the reigning
Olympic champion, crashed out
of last month's French Open in
straight sets with a lop-sided first
round defeat to Stan Wawrinka
as he works his way back from
hip surgery.

On Sunday, the Scot watched
in awe as Nadal, 34, demolished
Novak Djokovic 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 in the
final at Roland Garos to win his
13th French Open title.

I don't think it'll
be repeated and
Idon't think
anyone will be
close.

Andy Murray

The Spaniard has also equalled
the all-time record of 20 Grand
Slam titles held by Roger
Federer, who hailed Nadal's
victory as “one of sport’s greatest
achievements”.

Murray echoed the Swiss
legend and doubts anyone
will even get close to Nadal's

record in Paris. — short of winning the

Its an amazing - same amount of
achievement. I don't Grand Slams as (Pete)
think that what he has Sampras did just at

done at Roland Garros
will ever be beaten. I
just don't see it being

topped,”Murraysaidin f

one tournament. It's
incredible.
‘I don't think itll be
" repeated and I don't
think anyone will be
close.”
Murray reached the
second round of the US
Open in his first Slam
since hip resurfacing
surgery and Roland
Garros was his third

tournament this year
after rehab.
Having needed

wildcards to play in

Paris and Cologne, Murray hopes
the back-to-back ATP indoor
tournaments on the Rhine can
help improve his current ranking
of 97th.

“It will be good to get a few
matches in over these next few
weeks - I hope to perform better
than [ did in Paris,” said the Scot.

‘I want to win tournaments
and move up the rankings.

“Physically, my body tends to
feel better the more I play.

“Hopefully, I will play a lot over
the next two weeks, perform well
and see how it goes after that.”

On Tuesday, Murray predicts
a “tough” start against Spain's
Fernando Verdasco for the
chance to play world number

seven Alexander Zverev in the
second round.

“Whoever gets through will
face Sascha (Zverev) and he is
obviously one of the top players
in the world,” said Murray.

The Scot says he has had to
adapt after hip surgery.

“It has gone well at times and
sometimes been a struggle,” he
admitted.

‘I was told it would be an 18-
month process for my body to
get used to it. It changes the way
your pelvis moves and your body
needs to adjust.

“Hopefully with a few matches
this autumn and some good
training, next year will be a good
one." —AFP
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Fazzrudin (right) and Hamada hold a Kuching FA scarf.

Yakult ready
to scale greater
heights with

- Kuching FA

KUCHING: Kuching FA will take part in the Malaysia Cup
for the first time later this month.

The team, which still has one more game to play in the
Premier League, defeated Johor Darul Takzim II 2-1at home
on Oct 4 to guarantee a top eight finish in the standings and
qualified for the nation's oldest cup tournament.

They will face Kuala Lumpur in their last league match of
the season, expected to take place before the Malaysia Cup
kicks off on Oct 25.

Yakult (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd serves as one of the sponsors
for Kuching FA and the company, known for its world-
leading probiotic drink, has formed a unique collaboration
with the team.

Its managing director Hiroshi Hamada played a key role
in bringing Japanese head coach Akira Higashiyama and
import players Yuta Suzuki and Yuuki Tanigawa into the
team last year.

“T'd like to express my warmest congratulations to the
team for securing a seat to compete in the Malaysia Cup so
soon. They showed great teamwork and fighting spirit.

“In just five years, the team has moved from playing in
amateur league to qualifying for the Malaysia Cup, which is
a great achievement to be proud of,” he said in a statement.

Besides the signings of the head coach and import players,
Yakult has also been providing its probiotic drinks to the
Kuching FA players on daily basis.

‘T hope that through the continuous consumption of
Yakult probiotic drinks, it helps to improve the players’
immune system and reduce the risk of infections, especially
during this (Covid-19) pandemic,” said Hamada.

Kuching FA president Fazzrudin Abdul Rahman also
expressed his excitement ahead of the Malaysia Cup
campaign.

“We were very happy and excited when we qualified for
Malaysia Cup. Our target was to maintain in the Premier
League and qualify for Malaysia Cup,” he said.

Fazzrudin said the team had a difficult restart after some
of their players were tested positive for Covid-19.

“Our team needed to be quarantined for 14 days without
training just before the restart of the season, that really
made it difficult for us.

“But we faced it as one big family and really worked hard
after first two matches. This shows that if each and every
one of us - the association, management, coaching staff,
players and fans - focus and work hard with the task given,
the possibilities are endless and we can achieve greater
heights,” he said.

The Tupong assemblyman expressed his gratitude to all
the assistance the team received from Yakult and Hamada
all these years.

“Yakult is more than just a sponsor, they are our partners
in this journey and we look forward to their continued
support in the years ahead.

Fazzrudin is also concerned over the pandemic situation
in the country which is entering the third wave of
infections.

“So we are being extra careful even to the extent ensuring
each player consumes Yakult everyday,” he said.

Meanwhile, Yakult is calling upon all Sarawakians to
show support to the team.
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